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the protests and appeals of Austrian, French, and
British ministers, proceeded to crush with sanguinary
thoroughness the Polish insurrection.
Next year the dispute between Denmark and
Germany concerning the duchies of Schleswig and
Holstein, akeady described, came to a head. We
have seen how the Prussian army, in strange and
unnatural alliance with that of Austria, easily over-
ran the duchies, invaded Denmark, and forced upon
the conquered Danes the Treaty of Vienna (October
1864) whereby the Danish King surrendered to the
two Powers all claim to either Schleswig or Holstein.
We have also seen how, pending a final settlement, it
was agreed that Austria should administer Holstein,
Prussia Schleswig (1865).
Bismarck now, having accomplished with masterly
craft his first great task as foreign minister, set him-
self to face the second, namely, the triple task (to
be accomplished at a single operation) of securing
both the duchies for Prussia; of shattering to pieces
the German Confederation; and of expelling Austria
altogether from the German system. It was a
gigantic task, rendered all the more difficult because
he found it hard to reconcile the conscience of his
king to its achievement. His two chief accomplices
were Albrecht von Roon, the war minister, and
Count Helmuth von Moltke, chief of the Prussian
general staff, a master of the art of war. His own
part in the conspiracy was, on the one hand, to
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